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NATION 


MONUMENTS 
SCALED BACK 


President Donald Trump 
announced Monday that 
he is drastically cutting 
the size of two national 
monuments in Utah. 10A 


LOCAL 


TURKISH OIL 
WRESTLER 


A Turkish-born Charlotte 
man returned to his 
cultural roots by 
competing in the sport 
of oil wrestling. 4A 


ENTERTAINMENT 


‘CARDS’ TO FOCUS 
ON FEMALE LEAD 


Production will resume 
next year on the final 
season of Netflix’s 
“House of Cards” - 


minus Kevin Spacey. 2A 


Mayor Lyles aims to be 
‘Instrument of change’ 


JOSHUA KOMER 


Vi Lyles is sworn in as mayor of Charlotte by Superior Court Judge Yvonne Mims Evans on Monday while her family watches. 


BY STEVE HARRISON 
sharrison@charlotteobserver.com 


i Lyles was sworn in 
Monday night as 
Charlotte’s first Afri- 
can-American female 
mayor, telling a packed City 
Council chamber that she is 
“anxious to serve as your in- 
strument of change.” 

“Tm a product of a family 
grounded in faith, hard work, 
loyalty and love,” said Lyles, 
66, in a speech after she took 
the oath of office. Lyles said 
she believes her election will 
lead more young women to 
“think it’s possible for them.” 

“Yes, I am our first African- 
American woman mayor,” 
Lyles said. “I want to be known 
as the best mayor, to create 
opportunity for all of us.” 

Lyles, who worked in the 
city’s budget office and as an 
assistant city manager for near- 
ly 30 years, was often prag- 
matic as a council member for 


66 


YES, | AM OUR FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
WOMAN MAYOR. | WANT TO BE KNOWN 
AS THE BEST MAYOR, TO CREATE 
OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL OF US. 


Newly sworn-in Charlotte Mayor Vi Lyles 


the last four years. Her speech 
touched upon the themes of her 
campaign - improving econom- 
ic opportunity for low-income 
neighborhoods and building 
more affordable housing. She 
said she wants to be a mayor 
who can “find a restaurant on 
Beatties Ford Road.” 

Monday also marked the 
final meeting for outgoing May- 
or Jennifer Roberts and four 
other council members: Patsy 
Kinsey, Claire Fallon, Kenny 
Smith and Carlenia Ivory. 

Lyles defeated Roberts in the 
Democratic primary and then 


Smith in the November general 
election. In her final speech as 
mayor, Roberts said her term of 
two years “seemed like 10 
years at times” - a reference to 
stresses caused by the Keith 
Lamont Scott protests and riots 
and by the fight over House Bill 
2; 


She said she was “proud to 
be at the center of a national 
discussion on inclusion and 
nondiscrimination.” She added: 
“Charlotte was on the right 
side.” 

Lyles will be working with a 
City Council that’s been upend- 


A Q&A with former Mayor Jennifer 
Roberts. 4A 


ed with five new faces. 

Of the seven district seats, 
four will be represented by 
first-time council members who 
won in November. 

Of the four at-large seats, 
there will be one new member: 
Braxton Winston, who became 
a leader during the Scott pro- 
tests in September 2016. Win- 
ston said the council is losing 
the voices of several women 
and that it must work to ensure 
their voices are still heard. 

Winston also said if the city 
stays together as a “fist,” it can 
“break through the walls of 
inequity.” 

All five of the new members 
are under 40. They have often 
been called the council’s new 
millennial members, but they 
have shunned that moniker. 
Instead, they are calling them- 


SEE MAYOR, 12A 


‘Mass chaos’ reigned during fatal NC 
prison attacks, says one of accused killers 


BY GAVIN OFF AND AMES 
ALEXANDER 


goff@charlotteobserver.com 
aalexander @charlotteobserver.com 


An inmate at the center of 
October’s deadly escape at- 
tempt at Pasquotank Correc- 
tional Institution said the prison 
sewing plant where the plan 
unfolded was always staffed 
with just one officer. 

A single correctional officer 
was overseeing 33 inmates when 
four of them tried to break out 
of the Eastern North Carolina 
prison. The inmates were armed 
with scissors and hammers, 


according to a 911 
caller. 

Four prison 
workers were 
fatally wounded. 

“That’s how it 
always is, every 
(sic) since I got 
hired in the sew- 
ing plant in 
March of this year,” wrote Wise- 
zah Buckman, one of four in- 
mates charged with first-degree 
murder in the assaults. “Some- 
times other officers would come 
and fraternize with the sole 
sewing plant officer but there 
was always one officer.” 


Wisezah 
Buckman 


Buckman’s account corrob- 
orates what the Observer 
learned about staffing inside 
Pasquotank’s sewing plant on 
the day of the fatal attacks. 
Better staffing might have pre- 
vented the assaults, experts say. 

A previous Observer story 
revealed that staff shortages in 
North Carolina’s prisons have 
reached dangerous levels over 
the past two years, despite state 
efforts to attract more officers. 

Buckman responded to an 
Observer letter asking about the 
attack and about staffing at Pas- 
quotank that day. In his nine- 
page letter to the Observer, writ- 


ten from Polk Correctional In- 
stitution north of Durham, Buck- 
man admitted that he tried to 
escape but said, “I am innocent 
of the latest set of felonies that I 
have been charged with.” 
Buckman wrote that he was 
sitting at a sewing machine on 
Oct. 12, joking with another 
inmate, shortly before an “in- 
vitation was extended towards 
me; which I pondered and con- 
sidered and concluded that all I 
want to do is see my children 
and tell them I love them.” 
Soon afterward, he said, 
“mass chaos” ensued. 
“Innocent people were 


harmed in a breathlessly desper- 
ate attempt ....” Buckman wrote. 

According to an inmate 
disciplinary report, inmates 
Mikel Brady and Seth Frazier 
assaulted plant manager Veron- 
ica Darden at 2:43 p.m. 

Brady then passed Buckman a 
claw hammer, the report states. 
Then Buckman, Brady and in- 
mate Jonathan Monk attacked 
correctional officer Justin Smith 
in a nearby storage room. 

In his letter, Buckman said he 
left the sewing plant via an ele- 
vator. 

The disciplinary report says 
the inmates exited the elevator 
and assaulted maintenance 
worker Gregory Howe and offi- 
cer Wendy Shannon at around 3 
p.m. 

Howe, Shannon, Darden and 
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